
 
 

 
 
 
PICTURE FRAGMENTS OF ERODED REALITIES 1980 - 2009 
CONTACT-PHOTO SHEET COVERS, THAT HAVE BEEN STORED FOR DECADES, CAN 
PROGRESSIVELY DAMAGE PHOTOGRAPHIC PAPER. THIS WAS A BITTER LESSON THAT 
ZURICH PHOTOGRAPHER, BRUNO STETTLER, BORN 1962, HAD TO FACE AFTER OPENING 
HIS CAREFULLY GUARDED PHOTO ARCHIVES THE FIRST TIME IN 30 YEARS. 
 
THE POPULAR PROTECTIVE PVC CONTACT-PHOTO SHEET COVERS THAT WERE USED IN 
THE 80’S LITERALLY ENHANCED THE DEVELOPMENT OF MOULD, IF THEY WERE NOT 
STORED AT THE CORRECT TEMPERATURE. ACTUALLY, NOT ONLY THE DEVELOPMENT, BUT 
THE COVERS ALSO CREATED THE PERFECT GROWTH CONDITIONS FOR THE MOULD’S 
PROSPERITY TOO! IT WAS STETTLER’S TERRIBLE EXPERIENCE TO DISCOVER THAT THIS 
MOULD HAD CONTINUOUSLY BEEN GNAWING AT WHAT HE THOUGHT WERE HIS 
CAREFULLY-STORED COLLECTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS.  
 
AS A RESULT, THE ARTIST IS CURRENTLY WORKING THROUGH HIS DECAY-THREATENED 
PHOTO ARCHIVES, WHICH NOT ONLY CONTAIN REAL PHOTOGRAPHIC TREASURES AND 
MEMOIRS, BUT HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT IMAGES TOO. 
 
SURPRISING, NOVEL, EMOTIONAL 
BRUNO STETTLER’S PHOTOGRAPHS WERE, UNTIL RECENTLY, UNPUBLISHED. THEY WERE 
ALL TAKEN IN AN “ARTIST’S MOMENT” - FOR HIMSELF, AND NOT ON REQUEST OR FOR 
CONTRACT. THIS IS PERTINENT AS IT IS ONLY NOW, DURING THE REPRODUCTION OF HIS 
PHOTOGRAPHIC PAST, THAT HE SEES THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HIS INTUITIVE SHOTS. IT IS 
OFTEN ONLY IN HINDSIGHT THAT ONE CAN SEE THE ESSENCE OF A PICTURE TAKEN AND 
THE ARTIST NOW RECOGNISES THAT MANY ARE DOCUMENTS OF GREAT DEPTH, 
CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF THE TIMES. FOR HIM THIS HAS BEEN AN EXTREMELY 
IMPORTANT STEP ON HIS ROAD TO BECOMING AN ARTISTIC DOCUMENTARY 
PHOTOGRAPHER. 
 
IN THIS CONTEXT, STETTLER’S PICTURES CAN BE DESCRIBED AS THE FORERUNNERS OF 
THE ACTUAL HANDY-CAM CULTURE. HIS PHOTOGRAPHS HAVE DEFINED THIS TRADITION 
WITH EXAGGERATED HAZES, GRAINY TEXTURES AND DIFFUSED COLOURS, UNFOCUSED 
AND UNSTRUCTURED OBJECTS BUT WITH THE CLEAR HARD FACTS OF IMAGE SECTIONS 
AS THE UNCOMPROMISED, CLOSE-UP AND FOCAL THEMES. FROM SHARP CONTRASTS AND 
THE ILLUSION OF MOVEMENT, TO THE VAGUE SUGGESTIONS BY AMORPHOUSLY 
DISSOLVING SUBJECTS THROUGH SOFT FOCUSING, HE HAS EXPLORED AND APPLIED 
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MANY ARTISTIC TECHNIQUES. THIS INTENSIVE AND GROUND-BREAKING EXPERIMENTAL 
DEVELOPMENT HAS THEREFORE BECOME THE HALLMARK OF STETTLER’S PHOTOGRAPHIC 
PRODUCTION. WHILE HIS AESTHETIC CONSTRUCTION NOT ONLY INFLUENCES ARTISTIC 
PHOTOGRAPHY TODAY, IT WILL ALSO DECISIVELY IMPACT ON THE PHOTOGRAPHY OF 
TOMORROW AS HIS VERSATILE WORKS HAVE ALREADY PROVED TO ANTICIPATE THE 
FUNDAMENTALS OF LATER ART AND PHOTOGRAPHIC TRENDS.  
 
DOZENS OF TEST SERIES WITH THE LOMO CAMERA 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, THIS EXPERIMENTAL APPROACH RESULTED IN BRUNO STETTLER 
RECEIVING A COMMISSION FROM THE VIENNA LOMOGRAPHIC SOCIETY, IN THE LATE 90’S, 
TO FIND NEW DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL FOR THE LOMO CAMERA.  
 
AFTER CONDUCTING DOZENS OF TESTS WITH VARIOUS TYPES OF GLASS, PLASTIC AND 
COLOUR FILM-EFFECTS WHICH, FOR EXAMPLE, MADE THE PHOTOGRAPHS APPEAR 
MONOCHROME, STETTLER CAME UP WITH A NOVEL IDEA – A SET OF WELL-PRICED FILTERS 
FOR LASER-LIGHT AND COLOUR-EFFECTS WHICH COULD, AS AN OPTION, BE ADAPTED TO 
THE ZOOM LENS OF THE LOMO CAMERA. UNFORTUNATELY, WITH THE TECHNICAL 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE DIGITAL CAMERA, FURTHER RESEARCH INTO THIS PROJECT WAS 
STOPPED. CLEARLY HIS URGE TO RESEARCH HIS PASSION DOES NOT LET HIM REST AND 
IN 2008, WITH ALL HIS EXPERIENCE, STETTLER STARTED TO REWORK AND REVIVE THESE 
OLD EXPERIMENTS, ADAPTING THEM FOR USE ON DIGITAL CAMERAS. IT WAS THEN THAT 
HE DISCOVERED ALL HIS DAMAGED PHOTOGRAPHIC WORKS IN HIS ARCHIVES. 
 
ALTHOUGH IT MAY APPEAR TO AN UNTRAINED EYE THAT THE IMAGES OF HIS WORKS HAVE 
BEEN EDITED BY A COMPUTER OR WITH FILTERS, DUE TO THE PSYCHEDELIC AND 
HALLUCINOGENIC EXPRESSIONS AND IMPRESSIONS, BE ASSURED THAT ALL THE ARTIST’S 
PHOTOGRAPHS ARE TECHNICALLY COMPLETELY AUTHENTIC PICTURES. THEORIES TO THE 
CONTRARY ARE COMPLETELY UNFOUNDED AND IT IS PURE COINCIDENCE THAT 
STETTLER’S SUBJECTS ARE PERSONAL IN NATURE – FAMILY, CELEBRATIONS, HOME AND 
FRIENDS. THERE AGAIN, IT IS ANOTHER CO-INCIDENCE THAT THIS IS ACTUALLY 
APPRECIATED IN TODAY’S UNDERSTANDING OF PHOTOGRAPHY AND FALLS WITHIN THE 
FASHIONABLE THEME OF “A VIEW INTO AUTHENTIC LIFE”. 
 
HIS PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK SIMILAR TO OIL PAINTINGS, WHEN SCANNED AS ENLARGEMENTS 
AND PRINTED ON CANVAS, BUT ALL OF THESE CURRENT, AMORPHOUS AND PSYCHEDELIC 
WORKS OF ART ARE FROM ARCHIVED COPIES DATING BACK TO THE 70’S AND 80’S. AND 
ALL, SADLY, ARE IN THE PROCESS OF DISINTEGRATION, AS MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY. IT IS 
INCREDIBLE WHAT THE SO WIDELY-USED PVC COVERS DID TO THE CONTACT-PHOTO 
SHEETS AFTER 30 YEARS OF STORAGE, IN TEMPERATURES IDEAL FOR THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF MOULD. IT IS ALSO AMAZING THAT MOULD CHANGED THE ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS SO 
DRASTICALLY THAT NEITHER SHAPE NOR COLOUR OF THE ORIGINAL APPEARS 
RECOGNISABLE ANYMORE. STETTLER’S ARTWORKS HAVE BECOME LIVING IMAGES! THEY 
ADAPT AND CHANGE EACH YEAR AND, AS SUCH, THE STEPS OF THIS PROCESS CAN ONLY 
BE RECORDED WITH HIS APPLIED SCAN-TECHNIQUES. WITH HIS LATEST COLLECTION OF 
WORK, STETTLER SEQUENTIALLY DOCUMENTS HIS NOW-ERODING PHOTO-REALITIES 
BEFORE THEIR DEMISE. FASCINATINGLY, ON THEIR ROAD TO RUIN, THEIR BLURRED 
IMAGES, DREAM-LIKE DETAILS AND ILLUSORY SILHOUETTES ONLY MAKE THEM MORE AND 
MORE BEAUTIFUL AS TIME GOES BY! 
SASCHA SERFOEZOE, AUGUST 2008 
 
NEW SERIES OF WORKS 2008/2009 
BRUNO STETTLER'S LATEST SERIES OF WORKS IMPRESS WITH TECHNICAL QUALITY THAT 
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DOES NOT OVERSHADOW HIS ART. IN ADDITION TO THE AFORE-MENTIONED MOULD-
EROSION OF HIS PHOTOGRAPHS, THERE ARE ALSO THE INTENTIONALLY CHEMICALLY-
RUINED LARGE-SIZED PHOTOWORKS, WHICH LEND A QUALITY OF MYSTERIOUS 
SURREALISM TO THE COLLECTION. 
 
ORGANIC-VARICOLOURED TRANSCENDENCE 
THE SELF-TAUGHT BRUNO STETTLER HAS EXPERIMENTED FOR A LONG TIME WITH 
DIFFERENT CHEMICAL METHODS, IN AN ATTEMPT TO EXPOSE HIS REPRODUCED 
PICTURES, ON REAL PHOTO-PAPER, TO A TARGETED PROCESS OF DISINTEGRATION. BY 
INVOLVING EXPERTS IN THE FIELD OF CHEMISTRY, HE SUCCEEDED IN DEVELOPING A 
METHOD FOR A CONTROLLED CORROSION OF THESE PICTURES. THE RESULT WAS A 
TECHNIQUE WHICH CAN BE ADOPTED AS A PICTORIAL MEDIUM IN ORDER TO GIVE 
PICTURES, WHICH HAVE BEEN REPRODUCED ON HIGH-GRADE PHOTO-PAPER, AN 
UNSTRUCTURED PSYCHEDELIC DIMENSION. THE CHEMICAL METHOD CONVERTS EACH 
INDIVIDUAL PRINT INTO AN UNMISTAKABLE AND UNIQUE ORIGINAL. THE ADDITIONAL 
OUTCOME OF THIS TECHNIQUE IS A COMPLEX CHEMICAL PROCESS THAT MYSTERIOUSLY 
CONTINUES TO CHANGE THE ARTWORK AS THOUGH THE PROCESS WAS STILL IN 
PROGRESS. THIS MAKES THE PICTURE SEEM ORGANIC AND ALIVE. IT WAS THESE 
INFLUENTIAL SUBSTANCES THAT STETTLER AND HIS TEAM USED TO GIVE THE NEW SERIES 
OF WORKS THEIR PSYCHEDELIC EFFECTS.  
 
IT IS ALSO THIS TRANSCENDENCY WHICH ULTIMATELY GIVES MULTI-DIMENSIONAL 
AMBIGUITY TO THE STUDIES OF FEMALE EROTICISM AS IT IS DUE TO THE CHEMICAL 
INFLUENCES THAT THESE PICTURES APPEAR IN FLOWERY ORGANIC COLOURS OF 
ENDLESSLY MULTI-LAYERED SECRECY AND DEPTH. 
 
IT IS NOT SIMPLE TO UNDERSTAND OR SUMMARISE THESE ASTOUNDING WORKS AS A 
WHOLE AS THE MORE ONE PERUSES AND REFLECTS UPON THEM, THE MORE NEW 
PERSPECTIVES AND INSIGHTS ARE GAINED. THROUGH CHEMICAL INTERVENTION THEY 
APPEAR PICTORIAL BUT THEY ARE ALSO ARTISTICALLY UNMISTAKEABLY AND 
POWERFULLY ENERGETIC. EVEN THOUGH THEY REFER TO THE PSYCHEDELIC FORMS OF 
EXPRESSION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHY AND ART OF THE LATE 60’S AND EARLY 70’S, THESE 
WORKS ARE DEFINITELY NOT RETRO BUT RATHER ARTISTIC AND AESTHETIC-PLEASING 
PORTRAYALS THE TOPICAL QUESTIONS OF TODAY. 
SASCHA SERFOEZOE, NOVEMBER 2008 
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